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Of the Commiss1own of the Genzrarr 
AsSEMBLY, to this whole Kirk and King- + : 

dome, concerning the preſent publike ,, =.\ 
proceedings towards an engagement= » © |, ,,\-. 


in V Varre, fo far as Religion is 


therein concerned. EVS 7 
Sage th A FA, : \* : : 


SJ O D only wiſe, who'is wonderful in counſet-.. © 
<Q, and excellent in working , whoſe thoughts 
<> are not like mens thoughts, nor his wayes 
IS SHY like mens wayes 5; Who ſometimes by 
SEaEENSPgS8 weak and unlikely meanes, and often by 
AVE S=X8 contrary meanes., uſeth co work out the 
oreateſt works of his glory, and the greateſt ſalvanion to his 
people: After he had broken the Egyptian Antichriſtian 
yoke, firſt in this, then in the neighbour-Kingdome, with 4 
mighty hand and a ſtretched-out arm ; and had alſo brought us 
through a Red ſea of a bloody oppoſition and Warre ; yea, 
afrer we were near the wiſhed-for Reformation and Peace, 
He hath again reduced us to ſuch extreme difficulties and 
Þ< dangets, as makes many in their haſte apt ro wiſh they had 
-. * not come. out of Egypt , or _ they were returned thither 5 
s again i 
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again, How pew: and how many ſoever our dangers be, © 
The Lord is righteous in all his wayes , and holy in all his works, 
and he hath puniſhed ws leſſe then our iniquities deſerve, Among 
many other provocations, that of Sintull compliance is one, 
which the preſent judgements of God in both Kingdoms do- 
more eſpecialiy and more diſtintly proclaim and ſpeak our 
(Eccho- wiſe) unto us. SeFaries in the one hand , and a+ 
liznants in both , were ſo. much connived at and complied 
with , that God hath moſt juſtly made them on both ſides 
to be thorns and ſcourges to theſe thar cheriſhed them when 
they ſhould have ſupprefled them. But as we will beare the 
inaignation of the Lord, becauſe we have ſinned againſt him : S0 
we encourage our {elves in our God, and truſt,that when he 
hath humbled and proved his people, he will do them good 
in their latter end. Bleſſed are they that wait for him- , and 
live by faith, and keep their garments clean, for they ſhall 
ſee the good of Feruſalem,and peace upon Iſrael. Yea, God ſhall 
work ſo much good our of all the greateft evils which now 
afflict them, thar they ſhall ſay in end, We had periſh:d,un- 
lefle we had periſhed ; and the work of God had not been 
done, if it had not been undone. | 
Itis one door of hope to us , that God hath raiſed-up th 
ſpirics of many of. his ſervants in divers places and Provinces 
of England,to joyn together in witneſſing a good confeſſion, 
and giving a fair publike Teſtimony for the Truth of Chriſt, 
forthe Covenant, for the Presbyreriall Government, and 
againſt that abominable Toleration of moſt dangerous Er- 
rors, Herefies and Schiſmes. Theſe Teſtimonies we have ſeen 
c© Our great joy and comfort, and have been much refreſhed 
thereby ; truſting,that ſo many publike Teſtimonies as have 
been givenin both Kingdoms for the Covenant, and againſt 
the Toleration of Hereſte or Schiſme,ſhall nor be in vain, bur 
thas-God ſhall Jay open thoſethar reſiſt the Truth, ſo as they - 
ſhall proceed nofaxrther bat their folly ſhall be made manifeſt unto 
b all 


and good acceptance.in this Ki 


_.allmen. And wenor doubr, bur thar ſuch Thoutings ſhall be "i 
heard among the Churches of Chriſt; Shame, ſhame upon | 


the way of the SeRaries ! Grace,grace upoa that Covenant 


and Reformation which the SeQaries oppoſed ! 


Our preſent work is at home, To give an Antidote againſt 


theſe Malignant defignes now brought toſo much maturity: 


and withall to clear our own late Proceedings, which ſome 
are not content to miſunderſtand, except they alſo miſrepre- 
ſent them to as many others as they can; yea, ſome are ſo 
Skilfullin coyning, others ſo bold in outing, and a third ſort 
ſo weak and ftmple in believing lies & calumnies, that every 
conſcientious man hath caule to pray at this time , Deliver 
-ny ſout,0 Lora, from lying lips and from a deceitfall tongue. 
That we may therefore lay more open the truth of mat- 
ters, We ſhall not now ſo far run the back-trade, as to infiſt 
upon the riſe and progreſle of theſe preſent evils, nor upon 
che grounds of our former feares and apprehenſions of dan- 
gerous and malignant deſignes heretofore on foot : It ſhall 
be ſuffictent ar this time ro_make knownthe late paſſages, 
ſince we received His Majeſties Letter dated at Carisbrook- 
Caſtle, Decemb.27. 1647. Wgether with a Narrative in wri- 
ting of His Majeſties conceſſions and offers concerning Re- 
ligion, and what His Majeſty is content todo for this King- 
dome (pon 4 good agreement) under which expreſſion we 
know not how much may be comprehended. Thar Letter 
and Natrative, together with the reports which then this 
Kingdome was full of, That his Majeſty had given fatisfa- 
ion to the publike deſires concerning the Covenant and 
Religion (thereby to make the people ſecure, and the better 
co animate them unto an engagement in His Majeſties quar - 
rell ) did miniſter occaſion to our late Declaration, which 
although extremely oppoſed and malignedby ſuch as found 
their projects thereby croſled , yer hath found ſuch generall 
rk of Scopland » that we have 
A 2 already 
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the moſt part of the Provinciall Synods , moſt afteQionate 
Letcegs ot thanks for the ſame ; as namely from the Provin- 

ciall of Lothianand Tweadale, Fyfſe, Menſe,and Tiviotdail, 
 Perthand Stirlin, Angus and Mernes,Glaſgow and Air, Dum- 
freis, Galloway, and Aberdeen : And we doubt not but thar 
the few other Provincials would have done the like, bur that 


to be ſo ſoon acquainted with the cond.tion of public affairs. 

Not long after the em:tting of that Declaration, we were 

deſired,upon the 15. of March, by che Committee of Parlia- 
ment to appoint ſome of our number to conferre with their 
Lordſhips, which we did : But upon the 17. of that monerh, 
underſtanding that a Vote had paſt in Parliament upon the 
16. concerning Berwick and Carlile, (which Vote as it was 
diflented from and proteſted againſt by divers Members of 
Parliament who have been moſt zealous and conſtant ſince 
the beginning, ſo we conceived ro beapredetermining of 
the ſubjeR of the Conference,and to be of exceeding dange- 
rous conſequence to the cauſe of God and ends of the Co- 
venant) We were thereupon diſcouraged from entertaining 
that Conference, and ſo reſolved to delay it till we ſhould 
vive further Order to thoſe of our Number appointed on 
the Conference. 

After this, upon the 22.0f cHarch, we did, for our own 
exoneration, and foraclear underſtanding between the Ho - 
nourable Court of Parliament and us, repreſent to their 

|  Lordſhips, $8 hamble Deſires: whereupon the ſame day we 
j were invited toa new Conference with ſome of their Lo: 
1 which did not produce the wiſhed effe& and latisfation 
which we were waiting for. Upon the 28. of March we re- 
ceived the Parliaments anſwers to our eight Deſires, which 
leaving us till unſatisfied, did occafion our Humble Repre- 
ſentation of March 29, whereunto we received no _— an- 

wer, 


_ 


already receivednot only from divers Presbyreries,butfrom 


being in more remote places, they had not the opportunity | 
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{wer,bur a deſire of Parliament ſent us the next day,for a corn-' 
ference upon our ſaid Deſires , and the Parliaments anſwer 
thereunto, and alſo upon the ſtate of the Queſtion and whole 
matter. But as we were willing to conferre upon our 8 defires, 
and the unſatisfatorines of theParliaments anſwersthereunto, 
ſo till we ſhould receive a cleerand reall ſatisfation to theſe 
our defires,we ceclined a Conference upon the ſtate of a Que- 
ſtion for Warre, for the grounds and reaſons expreſſed in our. 
Paper of the 30. of March, and did accordingly give order to 
thoſe of our number appointed to conferre. But the power 
giventothe Committee of Parliament, containing nothing of 
turther ſatisfaQion to be given to our defires, that their Con- 
ference (after ſome time ſpent in debates) proved no leſle in- 
effeQuall then the former two. | 
Upon the 1 1. of April, It was Ordered by the Parliament, 
that the demand concerning Religion,thought fir by their Lo: 
to be ſent to the Parliament of England, ſhould be communi- 


\  Careuntous: whereunto we returned an anfwer by our Paper 
” ,, ofthe 13.ofthat moneth. And{that we might leave no means 
. uneflayed for ſatisfaction in thoſe particulars , (wherein moſt 


; part of the Provinciall Synods hath joyned with us in ſuppli- 
{ cations to the Parliament} without which , many others, as 
' well as our ſelves, could not be ſatisfied in conſcience to con- 
curre inthe Engagement ) We did by our Petition of the 18. 
further inſiſt with cheir Lordſhips in all humility and earneſt- 
neſſe for ſatistaRion to our defites, and to be cleared upon the 
f whole matter. Unto all which we have received no other an- 
" ſwers for the jatisfaftion of our conſciences,but the Paper de- 
"WF; .- livered into us from the Parliament upon the 20. of 4pr:l, 
together with their Lordſhips Declaration,unto which we were ' 
remitred for fatistaction in moſt things we had deſired. Bur 
how great reaſon we have to be ſtill unſatisfied, will appear by 
our Anſwer to their Lordſhips Paper of the 20. of April, and 
by our humble Repreſentation upon the Declar ation it ſelf, ex- 
prefling more tully our ſenſe of the whole matter : & although 
| we 


; <awt y 


God- 


bout an anſwerrto ſo large and {fo premeditate a Declaration 
concerning things of ſo high a nature, yet we made ſuch haſte, 
that our Repreſentation thereupon was fully agreed and con- 

cluded among us upon the eight day after we received the De- 
claration ix (elf. 

It the Honorable Eſtates of Parliament had been pleaſed to 
delay the ſending away of their Demands to Exglarnd, and the 
publiſhing their Declaration to this Kingdom, till they had re- 
ceived and confidered our Humble Repreſentation thereupon, 
We know not but ir might have,by the bleſſing of God, con- 
duced much to the preventing of great 6 ſad inconveniences. 
But now their Lordſhips Declaration being emitted as it is, we 
have too much cauſe to feare , that the Malignant party ſhall 
make uſe of it to the enſnaring of many, unlefle timous warn- 
ingand information be given them. ' For our part,it hath been 
our endeavour ( which we are confident is defired with us by 
all the well-affeed both in Church and State) that there may 
be no rupture in this Nation, but a firm unjon & conjunRion 
upon the firſt principles & grounds of engaging in this Cauſe. 
Andas we have not been tenacious of words, but of things, 
nor of any other things but ſuch as highly concern the glory 
of God,folemn Covenants, and the good,ſafety,and ſecurity 
of Religion : ſo we ſhall be blameleſle before God,angels and 
men, of all the evils, diſtrations and confufions, which may 
follow upon or be occaſioned by the not ſatisfying of ſo juſt 
and neceſſary deſires, i 

And now forthe reſult of the whole buſines : As we were 
before,and ſtill are ready to conſent and agree to the engaging 
and ating in war, if we were ſatisfied in our conſciences con- 
cerning the grounds of undertaking, and the means and wayes 
of proſecuting the ſame, and concerning the other particulars 
contained in our Papers preſented to the Parliament: So not 

| being ſatisfied in thoſe,and looking upon the War as itis now 
ſtated, -matters ſtanding as they do, andthe whole complexe 
. bulines 


wo 


'- -wemight have juſtly deſired ſome weeks for deliberation a+ 


homme EY Rt. nel” 


"bufines taken together, We cannot bur {with all dvtiful refpec © 
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and honour both co. His Majeſty and:to the Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment) plainly diffent and differ frem the ſame, being ſo far 
from a cleer ſatisfation in our confciences concerning the 
lawfulnefle and neceffity of a War , upon the grounds and in 
the manner expreſſed in the Declaration of . Parliament, thar 
contrariwiſe we are cleerly perſwaded in our conſciences, it is 
an Engagement of moſt dangerous conſequenceto the true re- 
formed Religion , both in Do&trine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and 
Government, prejudiciall ro the due intereſt and.liberty ofthe 
Kirk , favourable and advantagious to the Popiſh, Prelatical!, 
and Malignant party ; inconſiſtent with the unton of the King - 
dom,and the ſatisfaQtion of the Presbyrerian party in Zngland; 
and therefore contrary to the Word of God, tothe Solemn 
Covenants , firſt Principles and publike Profefſions'of this 
Kirk and Kingdom, and a remedy worlſe then the diſcaſe, and 
a courſe whereupon we cannot expe a bleſſing from God. 
For which reaſons ( expreſſed more fully and particularly in 
our humble Repreſentation upon the late Declaration.of Par- 
lizment} we cannot in our conſciences allow either Miniſters 
in their places and callings, or any others whatſoever, to con- 
curre and cooperare inthe Engagement : bur truſt, that all thar 
have in them true tenderneſle of conſ{cience,and tremble artthe 
Word of God, will by his grace and aſſiſtance keep themſelves 
un{potted and free in this buſines, and will chooſe affliction 
rather then iniquity , and take their hazard of ſuffering rather 
then of fin, believing that the wrath of man ſhall curn to the 
praiſe of God, and the remainder of wrath He will reſtrain. 

We know there is much zeal pretended for the ends of the 
Covenant, uniformity of Religion, ſuppreſſion of SeQaries, 
and the like: But the more pretence be made of Religious ends, 
the Malignant deſfignes varnifthed and painted therewith are 
unto God and good men fo much the more hatefull: Doth 
the ſame fountain ſend forth both {ſweet water and bitrer? Or 
how can true zeal againſt SeQaries, lodge in one breaſt with 
zeal tor Malignants * Beſides, if Religion and the Glory wy 

: n G 0 : 
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char ſatisfaRion and ſecurity which hath been deſired for Re- 
ligion 2 And if there beees ſu:h zeal againft SeQaries in the 
Engagement, what meant it,that not long ago, when the dan - 
gers of the true reformed Religion inthis Kirk , from the pre- 
valent party of Se&aries in Enzland, were remonſtrat by us to 
the honourable Committee of Eſtates; it was pleaded -by 
ſome, who now are moſt ative and forward for an Engage - 
ment;that this Kirk and Kingdom was in no ſuch danger from 
the Sectaries in England and the Army there, as might be any 
cauſe of not disbandingthe Army in this Kingdome. And is 
this candid or fair dealing, to extenuat or elevat dangers from 
Seaaries , ſo-as may beſt ſerve mens preſent bulines 2 Ort 
the delign art that time, was ſo to disband that Army, as to 
make up another of their own modelling , why was this ſo 
much diſclaimed,when mentioned among our fears & appre- 
henſions in our Remonſtrance,0705. 137 however it ſeems the 
"thing then ſuſpeRed is now begun to be acted, & it is t00 apa- 
rent that our former fears were not without ſome real ground. 
As to any calumnies or aſperſions calt upon our proceedings by ma-: 
lignant and diſaffe&ed perſons : As our conſciences before God, ſo the 
very courſe of our proceedings before men doth cleerly wipe them off. 
And becanſe we have here oly ſummarily pointed at things , we ſhall 
for the cleerer underſtanding of all,refer to the ſeveral Papers themſelvs 
herewithall publiſhed and made known to all the people of God in this 
Land, that they may prove all things, ana hold faſt that Which tx good, 
We do not dout but upon a ſerious ſearch into the particulars , all that 
do ingenuouſly ſeek after ſatisfaQion ſhall find it : And as it will appear 
by the particular Papers,that we have not medled with Civil buſineſles, 
but only with ſuch things as mee-ly concern the ſafety and ſecurity of 
Religion ; So we leave it to the confciences of all the well-affeRed in 
the Land, whether they will give more credit and belicf to the profeſli- 
ons and informations of ſuch as were ſtrangers 8 enemies to the work 
and cauſe of God in the beginning , or of thoſe who have given conſtant 
and real proof of their integrity 1n this cauſe from the beginning? We 
traſt , God will diſcover more & more the myltery of Malignancy now 
{o ſtrongly working; manifcſt the innocency & ſincerity of his ſervants; 
deliver his people out of the preſent ſnares,and gujle them in a right and 
fate way; which afterwards ſhalve no grief of heart,but matter of peace 
and comfort unto them. $73 A. K 5 Be 
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| The ParLtiamenTts Anſwer to 
the Declaration of the Commiſston 
of the General Aſſembly of the 
1. of March. | 


9. Marth, 1648. | 

f The Declaration of the Commiſsion of the Generall Aſ- : 
ſembly produced by Mr..Robert Dowglas accompa- 

nied with divers of the eMiniſtery aud Ruling Elders, 

read in audience of the Parliament. 


takes well the continuance of their corref- 
pondence in communicating this counſell* or 
adviſe to the Parliament and remits the ſame to be 
conſidered in their ſeverall bodies: But the Parlia- 
ment deſires in the mean time, till the return of their 
| anſwer (which they will do with all poſhble ſpeed) 
| that the Commiſſioners of the Church would take no 
courſe for publiſhing or divulging the ſame. And de- 

clares thar as they conceive, this offer of Counſell 
from the Church tothe Parliament, doth not Gerageoe 
B _ from 


T: E Eſtates of Parliament acknowledge, and 
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' from Parliamentary power oy | bens: So by this 
- delay or anſwer els + © not meane any wayes T0 in- 


trench 1 priviledge due to the Church or 
Commiſton O_o Their intention being mcerly 
for preſervation of unity and good dence be- 
twixt them. ExtraZium. 


Alex: Gibſon, Cler: Regiſt. 


Anſwer of the Commaiſsion of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly to the Parliaments 
Paper of the 9. of March. 


. Edinburgh 10, Martii, 1648. 


HE Commiſhon of the Generall Afembly, 

having this day received underthe hand of the 
Clerk Regiſter , the defire of the Honourable Court 
of Parliament concerning their Declaration preſented 
to their Honours. yeſterday. 


Da humbly return this Anſwer, 


A? wenacknowledge it to bea great favour that the 
Honourable Eſtates of Parliament do rake well 
the continuance of our correſpondence, i in communt- 
eating our Counſel! and Adviſe to their Honours; and 
that they profeſs their intention for prefervation of Ul- 

| Airy, 
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nity , and good correſpondence betwixt their Lord- 
ſhips. and Us , without bg any wayes uport 
the Stony and liberties of the Kirk. ;% Weare ne- 
rat humbly ro repreſen to their Honours,thar their 
defixeto us (to take no courſe for publiſhing or divul- 
ing the ſaid Declaration till the return of their An- 
3 wer) is ſuch that this Kirk hath not been formerly 
| acquainted with the like: Neither can we be anſwer- 33 
able ro the truſt put upon us by God, and the General 2 
Aſſembly, if we negle& ordelay to emit and publiſh 
this Declaration, unleſſe we had affurance (which we 
 havenot) thar there ſhould be ag Unger rothe cauſe 
by the delay : Otherwiſe we come under great guilti- 
neſs, if we negle& to give timous and due warning 
not onely to their Honours , but alſo to the whole 
Kingdom, as'God requires of Watchmen in time of 
evident danger : Which made ys, as before in like cafes 
we have done, to reſolve upon the Printing of the ſaid . 
Declaration before we knew any thing of their Ho- 
nours defire for not publiſhing it. RELSS 
Thus having exonered our own Conſtiences , We 
humbly defire their Hottours'to reſt confident; that as 
we are carefull ro keep the liberty of the Kirk , ſo we - 
ſhall be moſt unwilling te give to their Honours 


any cauſe of vffence. Ter 
ele] a1 Tear 47 


e Members of Parlament, upon the 
Vote of Parliament of the 16. March, 


concerning Berwick and Carlile. 


[ F 7 Hereas we have earneſtly defired and prefled 

y y that no power be granted to any Committee 
to.do,. ac, or order any thing which may ingage this 
Kingdom ina War, before the. Parliament refo]ve on 
a War, and ſtate the cauſe and the ends thereof: It be- - 
ing in our judgement, neither agreeable to the Oath of 
Parliament, and tenour of Commilsions from Shires 
and Burghs, norto the aQtof Parliament, 1640. againſt 


_ the Lords of the Articles , it being alſo of: dangerous 


preparative, and much derogatory to the Liberties of 


the Kingdoms and Priviledges of. Parliament: And 


moſt of-all: it being of exceeding .dangerous conſe- 
quence tothe cauſe:of God, andthe Ends of our So- 
lemn League and Covenant, Wedo therefore diſſent 
from the granting of any ſuch power ; And do Pro- 
teſt, that we may not be included in any ſuch Vote or 
Reſolution,but may be free before God and man of all 
the guiltinefle, *prejudices and evils that may follow 
/ 99> Bong to the Cauſe, Covenant and Religion , to 
the Kings Perſon and Authority , to this Kirk and 
Kingdom, orto the Vnion betwixt the Kingdoms. 


Edin, 


The Diſſent and Proteſtation of ſome 


"7 0193 
Edinburgh 22, Martii, 1648. 
Tot 4000 PG TRY {= 412575 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 
| -- -Fhe Esrarzs of CHE 195 
PARLIAMENT, 
_ Humble Deſires of the: Commulsio- 
 nersof the Generall Aſſembly.” * 
J Hereas we were deſired to appoint a conference 
. with ſomeof your Lordſhips which did go on 
rowards an agreement, till jt was obſtruſted by a Vote 
of Parliament of the 16. of this inſtant; And having 
already ſhown by our Papers of the 17. and 20.. the 
reaſons of our. not, proceeding in.that conference, and 
thatthecauſe was not in. us: We-do now-as: the ſer- 
vants of Feſ#s Chriſt, for our own exoneration, for 
reventing of miſtakes ,. and fora clear underſtanding 
betwolm your Lordſhips and us, repreſent theſe our 


humble defires which we-recommend to your Lord- 
ſhips ſerious thoughts. - 7: 
| I 


That the grounds and cauſes of undertaking a War 
may be cleared to be ſo juſt ,- as that all whoare well 
affected may be ſatisfied in. the lawfulneſfle and neceſ- 
firy of the ingagement, and that nothing be aRed in 
referenceto a War, before the lawfulneſle ofthe War 
_ and ſtate ofthe Queſtion be agreed upon. 


11. That 


A (14) 
| "ho 
That as the breaches of che Covenant by the preva- 
lent party of SeQaries are evident , ſo we deſire and 
hope, that according tothe Treaty it may be condiſ- 
cended upon, and declared by the Parliament, whar are 
thole breaches of Peace which they take to be a 
ground of War, and that reparation thereof may be 
ſought. ry 


Thar there may beno ſuch quarrel! or ground of the 
War as may break the Vnion between the Kingdoms, 
or may diſcourage or diſoblige the Presbyterian party 
in England who continue firme in adhering to the 
League and Covenant. | 


<0 och Il'V. | | 
Thar if the Popiſh, Prelatical, or Malignant party 
ſhill again tiſe in Armes , This Nation and their Ar- 
mies may be ſo far from Joyning or aſſociating with 
them , thar on the contrary they may oppoſe them, 
and endeayour to ſuppreſſe them, as enemies to this 
Cauſe and Covenant on the one hand,as well as SeRa- 
ries on the other. 


V. | raty 
Seeing your Lordſhips undertaking ſhould be inthe 
firſt place for Religion ; We deſire that his Majeſties 
late Conceſſions, and offers concerning Religion , as 
they have beeii by the Church, fo may be by che Par- 
liament declared unſatisfatory, whereby your Lord- 

ſhips may give further evidence of the reality of your 
intentions forthe good and fafery of Religion. | 


VI. 


—_w_+ 


_ {Ipuyy 
vx, 


That your Lordfhips may be plafed: nor to fix or 
ſertle upon any ſuch ſtate of a Queſtion , as doth not 
contain ſecurity to be had from his Majeſtievy his So- 
lemn Oath under his hand and ſeal, That he ſhall for 
Himſelf and his Succeſlors, conſent and agree ro Acts 
of Parliament enjoyning the League and Covenant, 
and fully eſtabliſhing Presbyterian Governmem , Di- 
retory of Worſhip, and Confeſſion of Faith in all his 
Majeſties Dominions, and that his Majeſtie ſhall never 
make oppoſition to any of thefe, or endeavour any 
change thereof : And that this ſecurity be had from his 
Majeftie before his -Reſtitution to the exercife of his 
Royall power ;, Which defire we propone for no other 
7 but becauſe we cannot ſee how Religion, which 
harh been, and we truſt ſhall be, che principall end of 
all che undertakings of this Nation, can. be otherwiſe 
ſecured, but that without this fecurity, it ſhall be left 
in very great hazard. 


VII. 


Thar forthe fame end of ſecuring Religion (which 
is profeſſed to be the principall cauſe of engagement) 
and for ſecuring all other ends of the Covenant, ſuch 
perſons only may be intruſted by your Lordſhips to be 
of your Committees and Armies, as have giver eon- 
ſtant proof of their integrity and faithfulneſſe in this 
Cauſe, and againſt whom there is no juſt cauſe of ex- 


ception or jealoufie ; That ſo we may the more con- 
| fdently 


nes 
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fidently encourape our Flocks, 0 <Ongregatians to 
follow the Cauſe of God in r4<!r hands, and not to 
doubt of the fidelity of rkoſe who ſhall be entruſted 


by your Lordſhips. 


VI. 


Thar there may be noengagement without a Solemn 
Oath, wherein the Church may havethe ſame intereſt 
which they had in the Solemn League and Covenant, 
the Cauſe being the ſame. | 


All which defires being duely pondered by your | 
Lordſhips in an equall balance, will werruſt be 
found juſt and neceſſary , and do not doubt bur 
fatisfation from your Lordſhips therein may be ſ 
a happy and effeQuall means, for facilitating the 4 
ſtare of the Queſtion, and for uniting this Nation . «+ 
in an unanimous undertaking of ſuch duties , as 

are requiſite for the Reformation and defence of 
Religion,the Honour and Happineſle of the King, | 
the Peace and Safety of the Kingdoms. 4 


A. Ker. 


—w 
Eainb. 6. Iunii, 1648. 
© The humble 


VINDICATION 


COMMISSIONERS 


OF THE 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
AND 
Their late Proceedings, 11 Anſwer to 


the LzrTTxzx of the High and; Honourable - 
- CourtotParLI1amcs x r,dated May 1x.to 
the ſeveral Presbyteries in the Kingdom. 


| byteries will ſutficiently return an{wer tothe 
4. A Parliaments Letter ſo-far. as concerneth them, 
(wherein divers Presbyteries have already given ex- 
ample to the reſt) yet the chief purpoſes of that Letter 
reflefting all along upon our late proceedings, and the 
Letrer being alſo Printed and: publiſhed for common 
view and uſe; The great truſt put upon us will not al- 
low usto be ſilent in ſuch a caſe. And the greater cauſe 
we have to vindicate our proceedings in-this, manner, 
becauſe whileſt we had juſt reaſon to expe from the 
Parliament a clear and reall {atisfaRion to. our: deſires, 
{ſeconded by fo many Provinc-all Synods., inſtead of 

| {ſuch 


. Lrhough we doubt nor. but the particular Pres- 


"—_ - 


ED > 

ſuch ſarisfaRion, that Letter came abroad with many 
refleions upon onr proceedings,neither was any thing 
hereof communicat or made known from their Lord- 
ſhips to us, that we might have been heard for clearing 
ourown ations before the divulging and ſpreading a- 

broad of the Letter. x 
| Tothe Preface of the Letter we anſwer, that as it 1s 
roo manifeſt how many and great ſcandals are thrown 
upon us and our proceedings by the favourers of Ma- 
lignants and hate:s of Reformation and Presbyteriall 
_ Government ; So we know not either among our 
ſelves, or inany Aſſemblies ofthe Church of Scotland 
any favourers of Secaries, or haters of the Perſon of 
the King and of Monarchicall Government, who 
throw ſcandals upon the Parliaments ations; And if 
any ſhall by ſufficient proof diſcover any ſuch in this 
Kingdom, it will quickly appear how farthe Afſem- 
blies of this Church (and we tor our part) ſhal be from 
conniving at them or bearing with them : Yea the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly and Commiſſioners have already de- 
clared fo much, and ſo often both for the preſerva- 
tion of Monarchical Government in his Majeſty 
and his poſterity, and againſt Seatries. And there 
hath been alſo ſo long and real proof both of the 
loyalty of this Reformed Church of Scotland to his 
Majeſties Father and to himſelf, and of zeal in execu- 
ting Church Diſcipline againſt SeRaries (whereever 
any were found)that the world may bear witneſſe with 
our Conſciences of our integrity both in the one and'in 
the other, alchough we ſhould alcogerher hold'our 
peace. Errour will ſooner comply with errour then 
truth can, and favourers of Malignants have been and 
| may 
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may again turn to be fayonrers of SeQaries , to ſerve 
their turn-and ſave their intereſt forthe time. For our 
part as we did before ſo we do ſtill clearly and ingeni- 


ouſly profeſle that we look upon Setaries and Malig- 


nants as enemies to be oppoſed, as rocks to be avoided 
on the right and left hands, | 

We ſee no cauſe why the ſeveral Presbyteries need to 
be canfanatbas they will anſwer tothe great God not to 
ſuffer themſelves to be poſleſt with unjuſt and undeſer- 
ved prejudices againſt the Parliament & cheir proceed- 
ings; The fear of God, and conſcience-of their duty 
will keepthem uponthe one hand from unjuſt and un- 
deſerved prejudices zgainſt their Lordſhips and their 
proceedings, and upon the cther hand from obeying 
unjuſt Decrees, and complying with iniquity altho 
eſtabliſh:d by a Law. _ © 

W hattheir Lordſhips profeſle concerning their pre- 
ferring of no earthly thing to their duties for Religion, 
and concerfing their reall endeavours to fatisfie the 
moſt render conſciences by their Lordſhips great com- 
plyance with our many deſftres; All this we leave to 
the ſearcher of the hearts, and tryer of the reins, whp 
canand will judge thereof : This we can ſay for our 
ſelves, that to this day , we have not received a ſatis- 
fatory Anſwer from their Lordſhips unto any one. of 
our defires preſented to their Lordſhips for the fafery 
and ſecurity of Religion, but under colour ot yielding 
ſomewhart,our deſires were more dangerouſly refuſed, 
then if they had been flatly rejeaed. 

If that which followeth in the Letter hold good, 
Viz. That it cannot be by any with trath and juſtice alled- 
ged that their Lordſhips bave in the leaſt meaſure wronged 
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or violated the true Priviledges und Liberties of \the 
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Church , weare greatly to be blamed and cenſured for 
complaining in one of our Papers to the Parliament 
that their Lordthips have very much prejudiced the 
rrue priviledges and liberties of this Kirk, and for pro- 
teſting (upon that occaſion) againſt ſuch preparatives, 
and for preſervation of the liberties of the Kirk in time 
coming. But now how much truth and juſttee&Wehad 


' forthe ground of ourgrievance and proteſtation , all 


who will not ſhut their eyes againſt the'clear light 
may eaſily underſtand. For was it ever before heard or 
known , that any Parliament of this Kingdom did 
withour the knowledge and conſent of thoſe who had 
forthe time the truſt of the publick affairs of the Kirk, 
determine, judge and-declare, by an amecedent judge- 
ment, matters fo highly concerning Religion, as theſe 
contained inthe Parliaments late Declaration. Where- 
1m there are not only dangerous expreſſions concerning 
the Confeſsion of Faith, DireQory ot 'Worſhip,' and 
Presbyterial Government (as we have particulatly in- 
ſtanced in our lare Declaration)bur likewiſe in the cloſe 
atrange and new ſence put upon the Covenant and 
a&s of General Affemblies, without ſo much as firſt 
confulting us concerning ſuch a fence thereof , which 
might have been prevented if they had conſulted us 
therein : Notwithſtanding of all which rhe Declara- 
rion being communicat to us from the Hi2ztand Ho- 
nourable Court of Parliamenr, and we having promi- 
ſed a ſpeedy certurn thereto; 'which accordingly after 
eight days we performed, (che matter being copions) 
the Declaration wzs ordered by the Parliamentro.be 
printed, and the three demands contained therein ſent 

| away 
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away te Zplewd without ſtaying a lictle for our An- 
ſwer(which we had lerthern know we were prepilting) 
whereas a very ſhort delay might have by he bleſſing 
of God brought unto their Lordfhips more light , and 
matrer of {econd'thoughts. y HY DIRE IO 


We can aseafily acquir our ſelves of any incroach- 
ments upon the unqueſtionable Righrs of Parhamentr, 


, We areobliged'/by Solemn Covenantto endeavour 


the preſervation of the Rights and Priviledges of Par- 


| laments Andtoencroach upon the fame were indeed 


a hainous crime, wherewith if any ſhall reproach us, 


* lerthem take heed whar the ninth Command will ex- 


act of them: yet they who willremember how in all 
ages, the moſt faithfull ſervants of ' God'have uſually 
been traduced as troublers of , and encroachers upon 
the Rights of the -Civill Magiſtrate, - will not muck 


marvail that what hath beer isnow..- 


As tothe three inftances mentioned in the Lerter,to- 
prove that great encroachments are: made-upon their 
Lordſhips unqueſtionable Rights, Birſt it is ſaid; phat 
can be more civill then to determine what (ul duties we 
0u7zht to pay to our King, or what Civill powers he ought to 
be poſſeſſedof 2 Weask again whetherin our lare confe- 
rences with their Lordſhips concerning engage- 
mentin War, there was any thing'more properto be 
inſiſted upon by us, then the ſecuring of Religion be- 
foreall worldly intereſts, and particularly, that” ſecu- 
rity may be had from his Majeſtie forthe point of Re- 
hgion befotethis reſtirutionits theexerciſe of his _ 
all power © Muſt got duties to'God/(wheteof the fe- 

| 46 curing 


; oc. g 
curing of Religion isa main one) liave the ſupream 
and Mt place, duties to the King a ſubordinate and 
ſecond place! Next as we have not determined what 
civill duties the Parliament ought to pay to the King, 
or what civill powers he ought to be poſſeſſed of z and 
as it is competent to the Parliament to Judge of Civil 
duties between the King and his People, in their own 
way 3.ſ0 can we not admit that it is proper and compe- 
tent only to them to judge of thoſe duties for the du- 
ties of the {econd rable as wel as of the firſt,as namely, 
the duties between-King and SubjeQ, Parents and chil- . 
dren, Husbands and Wives, Maſters and ſervants and 
the like, being contained in,and to be taught and clear- 
ed fromthe Word-of God, arein that: reſpe& and ſo 
far as concernieth the point of. conſcience a ſubjeR of 
Miniſteriall Doctrine, and in difficult caſes a ſubje& of 
cognizance, and judgement to the Aſſemblies of the. 
Kirk. And here it.isnot to --be paſſed that the Kirk of 
Scotland in the large Confeſsion of Faith, ratified by 
Ads of Parliament, did long ſince determine the du- 
ties of- the;Kings and Subjects, The like whereof may 
be ſeen'in-the other Confefſions'of Faith of other Re- 


% 


formed Churches. - 


- Secondly, whereas it is ſaid, Is there any other Av- 
thority in this Kingdom: but that of the Parliament , and 
what flows from them, that can pretend _Amnthoritative 
pawer in the choice of the Inſtruments and Managers of 
their publike Reſolutions ? We humbly ask, is ther 
any Eccleſfiaſticall Authority within this Kingdom 
that'hath pretended or doth pretend to ſuch a power * 
for we know a0 ſuch thing, An Authoritative poyvey 
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and choice of the Inſtruments to be entruſted in Com: 


' mitrees of Parliament and Armies , doth nor belong 
unto us but unto the Parliament. Nevertheleſſe it was 
very competent forus among other things requ ſire for 


the ſafety and ſecurity of Religion and our Solemn” 
Covenant, to repreſent to the Parliamentthe Quali-' 


fications which we judged from Gods word to be ne- 
ceſlary in ſuch as are-entruſted with the managing of 


ſo great Aﬀairs, and ſo highly concerning our Religi- 


on and Conſciences ; 'W hichghave had the more rea- 
ſonto infiſt hpon, for our own and others ſatisfaRion, 
we being defired to Joynand concur in the bulineſle. 
Suppoſe a' Miniſter preaching before the. Election: of 
Magiſtrates (which is uſually and ſhewing-from the 
Word of God the Qualifications requiſite in Magi- 
ſrates and thar none 'ought to be choſen but: {ach as 
are ſo and ſo: qualifiedz who will challenge ſuch a 
Miniſter of 'aſſuming 'the- Authoritative power of 
chooſing: Magiſtrates? And if the chooſing of par- 
ticular Magiſtrates in Cities and Burghs contrary to 


the Rules and Qualifications of the Word, be ſinfull. 


and blame-worthie, how much morethe committing 


of ſo' great a publick truſt in| Commitrees-and Ar-: 


mies'to divers not Qualified with the neceſſary Qua- 
lifications. : | 


To the third Inſtance,” which asketh , Is it a ſub- 
ject for the Diſpute of Church Fudicatories, whether his 
HMajeſtie hath a Negative voice in Parliament, or not * 
We anſwer, 'fo far as the Scriptures of the Old or 
New 'Teſtament hold forth ' any light to us , what 
Power is due;:and -what is not dueto' Kings, it well 

- agreeth 


va” 


ts) 


agreeth with'our places:and callings, t© communicate 
ſuch light to others as: we ſee need. Wie know. no- 
Church Judicatorie. that: hath: diſputed. whether his, 
Majeſtic. hatha. negative; voice in; Parliament; but 
we” bad ;juſt -reafon-to ' ſupplicate the  Perlizment 
that they might. not intereſt” themſelves in any quar- 
rell for his'Majeſt.es Negative voice, becaule of: the 
. great dangers which may. thereby .come. to, Religi- 
on, not onely by future diſappointments. ot the {0 
much: defired fertlement, of Church affairs, but by 
quarrelling the Solemn League and Covenant it ſelf, 
and the begun Reformation and Uniformity in Reli- 
gion'which hath been purchaſed with {o: much pains, 
hazarcs, loſſes and ſufferings. w) 4 


And now: we ſhall rake all theſe three inſtances 
joyntly,and makethis further anſwerto them all. Firſt, 
althqughthe points had been meerly.civill, yet bythe 
Confeſhon of, Faith. agreed upon by the Aſſembly of 
Divines at Weftminfter and approved: by the Generall 
Aſſembly of the.Church:of Scotlandas ſoundand'Or- 
thodox as:the Act! more particularly. beareth, we are 
allowedto apply-our ſelves to the Parliament by. way 
of humble:ſapplication. even. in Civill: matters, The 
Parliament alſo having in their Declaration expreſſed 
their defires and reſolutions , that the ſaid Confeſſion 
of Faith: be confirmed and eſtabliſhed, hayeuponrhe 
matter allowed us to ſupplicate their-Lordſhips con- 
cerningſuch things. Nextweſay, that in all che three 
inſtances which are: given, .ourſupplications and de- 
ſires/ were to avert what we juſtly conceived to. he 
deſtructive to. Religion: We hope no-man will _—_ 

- tne 
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the fave'to a hutie Atonbleof the Church may 


a Religion which fall with- 
mt « firſt table, rr n Grain ng ngers of Religion 
which fall within the ſecond Table, : or chat they may 


ſupplicur againſt dangers of Relipion aciſing from! 0- 
ther men, bur not gent dang rs of- Religions im which 
his Majeftyis any way none! or which ftow from 
a bad choiceof the Inſtruments and managers of pub- 
tick refolations. ' © 

The Epiſeopall diſeaſe of medling wich Civillaf- 
fairs we truſt through Gods mercy neitherhath' nor 
Thall havenny place among the Miniſtry of this King- 
dom, who os Nationall:Covenant abjuredthe 
Civillptacesand po wer-of Kirk-men. Only we ſhall 
deſire n-may be Rrrddboct thar there were ortver E- 
piſcopal diteaſes and diſtempers beſide this,asmamely, 
encroathing-upen the liberties and'priviledges of 'Ec- 
defiafticalt Aſſemblies; the forcin rrodrne + 'theconfcienees 
of-Gods people, and/perſecuting ſuch whocould \nac 
inconſcienceobey. Whereforenisneceſlartharallthe 
Epiſcopalevils and diſorders EY avoided. And 
us we do not doubttheenſuing General Afſermbly wil 
do what ſhall be fit for them to prevent the 
and contemning the Authority of Parliament, if it 
be 'formd in danperto.be vilified, ſo we tuumbly -con- 
-ceivethey will not'be unmindfullro thevili- 
tying and:cromemning of the AP of Shi "On 

ommiſſioners. 


The following clauſe inthe Lerterpurcth over «o 
_the:Genenil-Aﬀ4lembly any-of the Miniftery, who :ſball 
wfferto ſtir wp vhe an 
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deny to gait cidill: obedjepacro their Hams, I being ex- 
preſly provilted by the ſecond and third Ats:of King James 
6. bis. $. Parliament in Anno 1584. that-none: of | his 

AM ajeſties Subjects under the pain of Treaſon impuegne the 
Authority : of \Parliament., Where firſt we ſhall defire 
chartewoknown diſtin&ions ,- which: inthis paſſage of 
the Letter ſeem either tro be confounded or forgotten, 
may be -remembred. QCivill obedience to Ads of 
Parliament is either inthings unlawfull and cantraryto 
the'Word-of - God, or-in things lawfulLandright. In 
the formercaſe itis a ſin to obey : inthe latter caſe , a 
ſfinnotto obey. Again the Authoriry of Parliament 
is one:thing , an A& of Parliament another thing ; 
We do ftiliacknowledge their. Authority. when-we 
obey nor this-or that AR>; ' And whatſoever be the 
Treaſon of impugning the Authority of Parliament, 
it can be no Treaſon to obey God rather then man: 
Neither did the Generall Aſſembly,of 61aſgow 1638. 


-and ſuch as were ative: forthe Covenant at thartime 


commit any Treaſon when they impugned Epiſcopacy 


and Perth Articles, although ratified and ſtrengrhened 
.by Aas of Parliamentand ſtanding Laws then un- 


I : fe y » , 


repealed. 


_ -Astothetwo Ads citedinthe Letter, if the Order 


of the Printed Acts be followed., the third hath no- 


thing init of whar'it is cited for, neither know wefor 


what uſe it can be cited and applied, except to the a- 
bridging of the Liberties of Ecclefiaſticall Afſem= 
blies for it diſchargeth all Judicatoties and Judge- 


- ments., Conventions and. Aſſemblies Eccleſiaſtical, 
- Without tus Majeſties ſpeciall licence and Command- 


ment, 


ment; which how contrary it is fo the word of God, 
rothe exampleof [the primitive Churchz tothe Judge- 
ment of ſoundsDiviney, -t0 the. Liberties of -this 


Kirk, andto'ourSolemn Covenants, is more manifeſt: 


then to need that we ſhould infiſt upon it, But it:the- 


Order'of theunprinted As be tfollawed, the ſecond. 
of *rheſe':A &s:doth not giention."the* Authorityof. 
Patliamenr, -but of his MajeRy a#d:his Counlell :- 
However weare heartily.ſorry:. for theciration of ;the 


Ads of that: Parliament, a. Parliament. which. xein- 


rroduced Epiſcopacy; ant ſo.mede GefeRion fromithe. 
Nationall 'Covenant. {worn thee. years:hefare:- For- 
Captain Fames Stewart then-Exrbof.\'47/r ay and Chan- 
cellour , and.the few Prelates bf that-rime contrived 
and procured ſuch Acts of Parliament as mighr ſerve 
their' ends; The. ſatie Atts weredlledgediand urged 
by his Majeſties Commiſſioner-ini Lv», :1638..for, 
Epiſcopacy , whereunto' this Anſwer was; mate: at: 
that time, The LATs of Parliament; 1584 4re of 'ſe-: 
verall | natures , . but they were proteſted; Againſs, by the: 
Miniſters: of Edinburgh 1#2;; mc '-of Bp Kirk of 
Scotland at : the: Market: Groſſe of Edinburgh! when. 
they were Proclaimed ,- and as they, were made. in that 
time which was called the houre of darkutſſeof ibis Kirk 
Tyranized over bythe Eatl of Arran, ſearethey.reprated, 
1542. Cap. 114: Itis not to be forgotten; Thar after 
the making of thoſe Ads of Parhament they were 
{o generally diſliked by all good men, that the chief 
Courricrs of that time -thought- it neceſlary-tro em- 
ploy Maſter Patrick Adamſon',. a chicte diviſer of 
theſe Acts to make a Declaration: of the meaning 
thereof. in-his:Majeſties Namc,, which he accordingly 
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pains Catankey which Declaration tho-ſaie - 
aſter. Patrick pretended Archbiſhop: of St, - 4&#- 
drews did afrerwards in his. ines make this 
Confeſſion: As where 1 am burthened to be the ſt» 
rer forth of 4 Book called the Kings Declaration where- 
in the whole Order 'of the Kirk is condewned and tra- 
duced, 1 Io before God, that ſe I wis commanded 
ro write the ſame by the Chancelloar far the time, but 
chiefly by the Secretary, another great Conrtier who him- 
ſelf penned the ſecond AT of Parliament, concerning 
the Powir and Anthorisy of 'Fudicatory to be abſolute in 
the Kings Power, and that it _ not be lamfwil- for 
any [ubjei? to reclaim from the ſame, under the pe- 
nalty of the 4 which T ſuppoſe was Treaſon. 0 _ _. 


' "Beſidethar: Declaration his Majeſtic himfelf: ba- 
ving- received 'a ' ſupplication from divers well af- 
feed: Miniſters with their Animadverfions upon the -. 
ſaid Acts of Parliament, did+pen with his own hand 
another Dechrationof the meaning thereof : But by 
both 'thofe Declararions ic may be eaſily: underſtaod 
thar'the ſaid: As were intended for innovating and 
changing: the Government -and Diſcipline of this 
Kirk,-for ſctting up Bifhops,' and for ſuppreſſing the 
beſt: Miniſters , and. accordingly they were made uſe 
of afterwards for the ground of a charge againſt the 
Miniſters that were baniſhed. 


- Tr ſhall not be amiffe here to: inſert that part of 
the Miniſters Animadverfions (given in to his Mi- 
jeſty at that time) which concerneth the ſecond AR 
of rhar Partiamenr, che words are theſe, 4s concern» 
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E fange x6cL righ the MP PNG wid 

& wyſbtobe r d or otherwiſe concerved ,. wy ; 

L het + eve ungfed, And as ta the [7 as 

& the at 12 ſelf, it attribwveth ta naw Maje gn 

&* raigs power of aj Page, yen the 

your Sobielts, hut alfa in all matters wherein 

&« of them ſhallbe apprehended , ſummoned, or 6 in 


« &c.. Which. eppeareth to be very. ſtrange , the like 
* whereof we bear wot to have been T7 in any Chri- 
&« tiqn Commen-wealth, and cauntt ſtand with the word 
&« of Ged, for althangh the "ar of men are ſubject to 
« your Majeſty aud Civill F Fudge, when they offend 4+ 
cc cs your Laws,yet matters Ecc cleſtaſticall and concern- 
6 ing602ſcience no Cries Prince can juſtly claim ner 
7 alam fo owe if ſuch pow er. to: ies. Se 
© zhe Prince in tw & 4 T_— the Kirk OR 
« Teſws Chrift onely the 14 mho owly bath power #9 gi bs 
« Laws in mars of Canſcience., and ſo [aid ah 
« Ambroſe, Imperator bonus —— 
<« pra Eccleſiam cſt 5. 4nd to cenfaynd 5/ 
&. cxpill. aud Meche, Pl rd pain, b 
& ufl good Judgements haue juſtly fon EE z 
«« the Pope of. Rome, who claimeth to him 
& both the ſwords, which is 45 great 4 faul, Fr 64 
&« oiftrate to claips aud nſurp, and - ain pie 
&« Dedrine, Errors aud Herefies, be vat being placed is 
 Beſſhrall anus imerpe the Serine th 
« warrants hereof out of the Per of God me are likewiſe 
« tobring forth. 
Hereunto we ſhall adde a 
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Hand before famous witneſles and exhibir to the Sy- 


n6d of Fyfſe. The paſſage is this" «© Thine &/#conflined 


in that ſecond AF of Parliament divers others fal(e 
« ;ntentions for ts defamethe Miniſtrie and 'to'bring the 
$ © XRitk of God in hatred and envy with thrir Prince and | 
| &« Nobility, burdeuing and vn ps ' Miniſters falſly of 
& Sed:tion and other crimes whereof they were innbcent, 
« (as likeniſe it is written in the ſamen "Act and Declara- 
« t:0n thereof that Soveraign and Supream power per- 
«© taineth to the King in matters Bcbleſtaficat } which i 
& worthy to be condemned, and not to be contained among 
&* Chriſtian Acts, where the power of the word & to beex- 
&« tolled above all the power of Princes, and to be brought 
© under ſubiection to he ſamen. | 
Iv | Thewards of the ſecond Printed A&'ciredemthe 
third boprinted(ſo far as concerneththe purpoſe of the 
Lercer we findeto be thus': That none of "hrs Lieges or 
Subjetts prefume br take upon hand'to impugne the dignity 
und the Authority of the. ſaids three Eſtates;"or to'ſeek or _ | - 


Precht He Preretion or dimen of the Per and 
CA utPority'of the Tame thret eftates or any'of them im tim: 
coming underthe pain of Treaſon, Theſe words we'hum- 
bly eictivens they relate to the'conſtirution of +Par- 
liamefit dixde of the rhree'Eftates -atid'rothe Autho- 
tity thereof, being in that manner conftitured;, nor: ro 
the obedience'of Their particular As, ſo if they be | 
yrged and preſſed according to the meaning and inten- | 


vp *, 


rion of the At before declared , they will conclude 
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under” Treafonall who impugne*the powerand-Au- 
thority of Biſhops, Abbots and Pryors as the third 
Eftareof Parliament. Fi. FH 


-*** Fothe concluſion of the Letter we ſhall need ro ſay 
2g po bur 


# i. Aga 
but lictle, having already in other papers expreſſed our 
ſelves fully concerning the unſatisfaQorines of their 
Lordſhips Declaration, and the unlawfulnefſe of the 
preſent engagement ; Which although ir be pretended 
ro be the ſame cauſe for which this Kingdom hath 
done and ſuffered ſp much, yer if it be remembred thar 
the Kirks defires-for the point of Religion are not 
granted , that the wel-affteted who were. moſt zea- 
lous inthe cauſe from the beginniog are generally a- 
gainſt this engagement, that it is carried on by ſuch as 
were forthe moſt part diſ-affeRed to the Cauſe in the 
beginning, and were againſt the former expeditions z 
that the Publick affairs are entruſted into many new 
hands, ſuch as we cannot be confident of ; Theſe and 
thelike conſiderations will quickly make it appear that 
the cauſe is not the ſame , but hugely different from 
whar it was, and that the ſame grounds and principles 
which made us active in furthering the former expedi-- 


tions, hinder us from furthering this. 
A. Ker. 
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Commirss10w of de Gindihe! 
ASSEMBLY, 
Tothe Honourable ESTATE Sof 
PARLIAMENT. 


Hile we were about the preparing of our 

| \ x / thoughts concerning the unlatisfa&orineſſe 
of a Paper communicat unto-us from your 

4 Longs upon Wedneſday, being a draught of an An- 
| {wer 
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wave a particular othat Paper, ſeeing it wes 
_ _notto be _lagked upon as the ſenſe.or ;minde of the 
Parliamenr,Sinr&Þþea? that befbte the Parhament had 
taken it into'debare or confideration they did think fir 
to communicat it.tothis Commiſion, and withall to 
defire thatthe Cotmiſsion wonld be pleaſed to ten- 


emo! ianypr cheir adviſe goerningthe 


' ſecuyiry of Religjon iganſwer vp the ſeveral Pertions 
'pr d to. the Pafliamentwof late from Synods, 
Presbyrteries and ShirexUmtowhich motion we make 
this humblegera. i 15 

| Far the firÞ vaſe of the motion ; We are' reſolved 
cd lay afide the Conſideration of that Paper, and to 
make er fas mig” - ry thoughts þ nos 29 
if your Lordihips, be pleated ro make no further uſe 
if your Lordjps be plexes 20 make no 
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As for the other part of theymorion, calling for our 
adviſe concerning an Anſwerto the Petitions preſen- 
red from;ſeyeral Shires, Prechyreriee and Synogds ynto 
che Partiament: Alchough'we humbly conceive your 
Honours ity clearly perteive what is our judgement 
by our Papersprefented to your Lordſhips from time 
ro time; yet being required we ſhall again faithfully 
andfrecly acnder qhis.our humbleadviſe. - 7 
| + (We callto/record ithe ſearcher of all hearts, \the 
© - Iudge at. the world!; that-our not- concurring with 
= | yaur Loreſhipsiproceedings hitherto, bath not lowed 
trom want of zeal againſt SeQaries, for the In 
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| .of whom, and for the advascemen}- of the. work'st 


Reformation, we ag 1<ady 49: hatdrdalliinxlauttull 
way; Nor tram any xemilsnes! inthat which concerns 
lits Majeſtiss triie Honourand bappineſs,' and the pre: 
lervationgh Monachical Goyestumens in himand his 
Poſteriry, nar. from any want; of tenderneſs: ob the 
priviledges of. Padligment; nor fliommantof Simpa- 
thie wich our afflicted and-oppreſſed Brethren in Zng- 
_ land; nor fram partiall or finiftrous xeſpeR to any par- 
ty or perſon whatſoever within rhe , Kingdom; Bur 
from meer tenderneſs inthe poing,of ſecurity of Reli- 
gion,and the Unionbetween the Kingdoms, and from 
the unſatisfaorineſs of the grounds. of your:Lords 
ſhips Declaration, - as hath: been exprefled mare ar 
length in our'Repreſentation > Natyithftanding. your 
Lordfhips, to our very great grief, have proceeded. ro 
a Levie, whereby moſt heavy burthens- and preſſures 
have been laid upon many faithfult Covenanters moſt 
+ forward in; all tormer: expeditions, and averie:from. 
this, only for-want of ſatisfation concerning; the ne» 
ce{sity and Jawfulnefle thereat-pramiſed in your Lord- 
ſhips late Declaration, bur notas yer performed. 
Ir is therefore our humble adviſethar the abovemen- 
tioned Petitions being.{o juſt in themſelves, and flow-- 
ing from the grounds aforeſaid, as they ought in equi- 
ty to have been granted, ſa they oughtyet robe gran- 
red by the ſecuring Relgion,ſtaying the preſent Levy; 
and according eo out foumer deſires by eflaying Trea- 
ties with England, applicationsto his Majeſtie . and all 
other fair and amicable wayes for removing the diffe-: 
rences between the. Kingdoms, before: fcnding any 
forces to Zngiand orany other way of da” in” 
Thig 2 ar 
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:War.- And leaſt the taking of Berwick atid Carlile 
 {whichis ſo ſcandalous to this Nation)be looked upon 
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by England as a breach of unionon your part z Thar 


' your Lordſhips would be pleaſed to make ir appear, 


that neither the Parliament, or any of your number 
have had any acceſsion to the {urpriall or ſupplying of 
theſe Towns, nor ſhall. have any correſpondence or 
complyance with theſe who have been aQors therein. 

We. do alſo conceive it neceſſary forſatisfaction of 
the Petitioners, That bis Majeſties late Conceſsions 
and'offers concerning Religion may by your Lordſhips 
directly and poſitively be declared unſatisfatory to 
this preſent Parliament. | 

That albeit: we would not be- underſtood, as if we 


have had, or have,-any choughts of declining the re- 


ſtoringot his Majeſty to the ſame condition l;e wes 
in, -by the agreement of both Kingdoms when he was 
raken away by aparty of the Army under Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, that both Kingdoms. may freely make their 
Applications to him; yer your Lordſhips would be 
pleaſed to Declare, Thar there ſhall be no engagement 
tor reſtoring his Majeſty to oneof his Houſes with 
Honour, Freedom and ſafety ( which doth amount 
to.no Jeſſe then the reſtitution of his Majeſty tothe 
exerciſe of his Royall power, for the reaſons: holden 
forth in our late: Repreſentatian never yet anſwered) 
before ſecurity and aſſurance be had from his Majeſty 


by his ſolemn Oath under his-hand and Seal 4 That he 


ſhall for Himſelf and his Succeſlors, conſent and agree 
tro Agts of Parliament, enjoyning the League and 


. Covenant, and. fully eſtabliſhing Presbyterian Go- 


vernment, Direory-of worſhip, and Cm 
[x | | Fait 


T 


my 


Faith in all his Majefties Dominions, andthat his Ma- 
Jeſty ſhall never make oppoſition to any of theſe, or 
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endeavour any change thereof. 

Thar your Lordſhips will make it appear that you 
mean to be far from intereſting your ſelves in any 
qQuarrell for his M:jeſty, that may pur in his Majeſties 


| hands ſuch power, as may not only bring the by- gone 
proceedings of both Kingdoms in the Leagueand Co- 


venant in queſtion, but alſo for the time to come make 
void allthe Authority of Parliaments though praceed- 
ing never ſo rightly in refe;ence to Religion and Li- 
berties of the Kingdoms. | 
That aclear and direR courſe be laid down and de- 
clared not: onlygo affociate nor joyn in Counlels or not 
Forces withthe Popiſh, Prelatical or. Malignant party, 
bur alſo to oppoſe and effeQually endeavour ro ſup- 
preſſe all ſuch of them as have already riſen or ſhall 
hereafter riſe in Arms ypon whatſomever pretence, 
as enemies to the Cauſe and Covenant on the one 
hand,as well as Secaries on the other. | 
Thar nothing be done in carying on the Engaze- 
ment; which may break the union of the Kingdoms, 
or may diſcourage or diſoblige the Presbyrerian party 
in England, io cy 
- Becauſe it is our grief, and the grief ofallthe Well- 
affected, that theſe who have been of conſtant and ap- 
oven integrity in the Cauſe, and have been very 


inſtrumental! under God for our deliverance , ſhould 


be forced for want of ſatisfaction to their conſciences 
to leave the: ſervice; and that others who have nor 
given conſtant proof of their integrity and faithfulnes, 
and againſt whom there is juſt cauſe of exception and 
jealouſie, ſo that we cannot exhort our Flocks to be 

| con= 
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As we doe; humbly infift with your Lordſhips for 
ſatisfa&tion to our former defires expreſled in oux for - 
mer Papers, ſoit is our humble petition to your Lord- 
ſhips , Thar in ſuch.things as have "al ordained by 
your Lordſhips and. put in execution by your Oxder 
contrary to ſome of theſe deſires, ſome effectua]l re- 
medy may.be found out by-your Lordſhips wiſdome 
and goodneſle forthe help thereof; That all who fince 
the beginning of this Levie, through. tenderneſle of 
conſcience, have ſuffered any wayes, may be repaired; 
all unuſuall and grievous courſes impoveriſhing good 
people and utterly diſabling them to ſubiiſt , may. be 
hereafter avoided; and theantolerable inſolencie, pro. 
phanefs,blaſphemies, & manifold outrages that of late 
have appeared in the Soulciers, may be ſeverely puni- 
ſhed and repreſſed ; That no Ordinance nor Order 
may iſſue from your Lordſhiſts in prejudice of the lj. . 
berties of the Kirk,and, of the free exerciſe of any Part 
of the Miniſteriall calling , all which they have from 
Jeſus Chriſt the only Head and Lawgiver in his Kirk, 
and which your Lordſh psare obliged by ſolemn oath 
in our Covenants to maintain : And that, as it, is our 
grief , that whilſt your Loxdſbips have been ſeeking 


our 


Txt | (23) - oy 
our advice, you have been and are making grievous 
Acts, as we are informed , ſo we defire your Lord- 
ſhips in the fear of God to be wargof making or m2in- 
raining ſuch Acts, and namely, Thar you pur not the 
power of arbitrary Government in the hands of any 
intruſted by your Lordſhips, nor ordain any Oaths to 
be impoſed or exa:d, that may be ſnares to mens 
conſciences. 

All which we ſeriouſly recommend to your Lord- 
ſhips, as you defire nor to provoke againſt your ſelves 
and your poſterity the wrath of the moſt high God, 
and.thatthe Lord ſhould not avenge the quarrel! of a 
broken Covenant upon the Parliament and Kingdom 
of Scotland, But if your Lordſhips ſhall be pleaſed ro 
hearken to our humble advice, and to ſatisfie the con- 


- ſciences of the well-affeted in the Kingdome to the 


work. of Reformation , by granting their juſt deſire; 
Your Honours ſhall be bleſled of God, the Lord of 
the whole earth; the people of God ſhall blefle-you in 
the name of theLord, and bleſfle theLord for you; You 
ſh3ll bind up the ſores of chis diſtreſſed and diſtracted 
Kingdom, endear the affe&tions of all the wel-aftected, 
diſappoint the deſfignes of the diſaffefted , and your 
Names ſhall be a praiſe unto the preſent and ſucceed- 
ing generations; And we ſhall poure our our ſuppli- 
cations before him , who fitteth and judgeth among 
Gods, to endue your Lordſhips with the Spirit of 
counſel and of the fcar of his Name, that your Reſolu-. 
tions may be rightly ordered and tend to his glory, the 
ſecurity of Religion, the honour and happineſle of the 
King and his poſterity, and the peace and ſafety of the 


Kingdomes. . 
£ A.Kzes. 


